Setting Up Your Dell PowerEdge Server Using
Dell Lifecycle Controller

Dell Lifecycle Controller is an advanced embedded systems management technology that enables
remote server management using integrated Dell Remote Access Controller (iDRAC). Using Lifecycle
Controller, you can update the firmware using a local or Dell-based firmware repository. The OS
Deployment wizard available in Lifecycle Controller enables you to deploy an operating system.

This document provides a quick overview of the steps to set up your PowerEdge server using Lifecycle
Controller.

% NOTE: Before you begin, ensure that you set up your server using the Getting Started With Your
Server document that shipped with your server.

To set up your PowerEdge server using Lifecycle Controller:

1. Connect the video cable to the video port and the network cables to the iDRAC and LOM port.

Figure 1. Video port, iDRAC port, and Lights Out Management (LOM) port

2. Turnon or restart the server and press F10 to start Lifecycle Controller.
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Figure 2. Starting Lifecycle Controller

NOTE: If you miss pressing F10, press and hold the power button for three seconds to restart
the server.
NOTE: The Initial Setup Wizard is displayed only when you start Lifecycle Controller for the
first time.

3. Select the language and keyboard type and click Next.



. Lifecycle Controller

Initial Setup Wizard

Step 10f 5: Language and Keyboard Selection

Select the display language and keyboard layout options below,

Languace | Engiish j|
Keyboard Type |Unned States j|

Figure 3. Language and Keyboard Selection page

4. Read the product overview and click Next.

. Lifecycle Controller

Initial Setup Wizard

Step 2 of 5; Product Overview

< What is Lifecycle Controler?
The Dell Lifecycle Controller provides advanced embedded systems management capabilities including server deployment, configuration, update,
mantenance and diagnosis. Lifecycle Controller is delivered as part of the IDRAC out-of-band sclution and Diell server embedded Unified Extensible
Firmare Interface (UEF) applcations.

« What is DRAC?
The htegrated Del Rermote Access Controller ([DRAC) is designed to make server adrministrators maore productive and improve the overall
avalabiity of Dell servers. DRAC derts administrators to server issues, helps them perform remate server management, and reduces the need for
physical access to the server,

* Del recormmends instaling the following tools once the operating systems has been installed to faciitate the resolution of any future hardware support
issLUes

* Dell SupportAssist - includes remote mornitoring, automated data colection, autormatic case create and proactive contact from Dell technical support =

on select Dell PowerEdge servers, Avaiable features vary depending on the Del service level purchased for your system.

B For more nformation, scan the Quick ResponselQR) code by using a supported QR reader or scanner and navigate to E E
"wwwdelltechcenter.comifidrac”. -

Figure 4. Product Overview page

5. Configure the network settings, wait for the settings to be applied, and click Next.



Lifecycle Controller

Initial Setup Wizard

Step 3 of & Lifecycle Controller Network Settings

Use Metwork Settings to select and configure the Lifecycle Controller Metwork Interface Card (NIC). -
NIC Card

‘ Intel(R) Ethernat 10G 4P X520/350 rhDC {ntegrated NIC 1) j|
IPv4 Network Settings

Select the IP address configuration mode.

IP Address Source ‘No Configuration j|
P Address I
Subnet Wask

Default Gateway I
DNS Adcress I
IPv6 Network Settings

Select the P address configuration mocke. —

IF Address Source ‘No Configuration jl
P Acress I
Prefix Length \

Figure 5. Lifecycle Controller Network Settings page

6. Configure the iDRAC network settings, wait for the settings to be applied, and click Next.

Lifecycle Controller

| Initial Setup Wizard

Step 4 of 5 IDRAC Network and Credential Configuration

Use thiz page to configure remote access parameters for DRAC

IPv4 Configuration
P Address Source @ Static O DHCP
IP Address |192.168.0.120
[ T o R ——— |192_153_0_1
Subnet Mask ! 0
DS Address Source @ Static O DHCP
DNS Address [o0.00
Advanced Settings
Advanced Settings wil launch the CRAC settings page to configure additional settings
Credentials
Account Username |rool
Password |

Confirm Password |

Figure 6. iDRAC Network and Credential Configuration page

7. Verify the applied network settings and click Finish to exit the Initial Setup Wizard.



Lifecycle Controller Help | About | Exit

Initial Setup Wizard

Step 5 of 5 Summary

Lifecycle Controller Configuration

[SAE Rt ls ==t J— 0.000

Connectivity Status ... Do

IDRAC Configuration
IPv4 Address

Cannectivity Status ... Up

Figure 7. Summary page

% NOTE: The Initial Setup Wizard is displayed only when you start Lifecycle Controller for the
first time. If you want to make configuration changes later, restart the server, press F10 to start
Lifecycle Controller, and select Settings or System Setup from the Lifecycle Controller home
page.
8. Click Firmware Update — Launch Firmware Update and follow the instructions on the screen to
update the firmware.



Lifecycle Log

Firmware Update
Hardware Configuration
08 Deployment
Platform Restore
Hardware Diagnostics
Settings

System Setup

Firmware Update
Use the Firmwrare Update page to perform or rollback an update, or to views the current firmyyare versions.

Launch Firmware Update
Launch Firrmware Rolback

Wiews Current Versions

Figure 8. Firmware Update page

9. Click OS Deployment — Deploy OS and follow the instructions on the screen to deploy the

operating system.

Lifecycle Log

Firmware Update
Hardware Configuration
0S Deployment
Platform Restore
Hardware Diagnostics

Settings

System Setup

OS Deployment

Use the Operating System (O5) Deployment page to launch a wizard that guides a user through the
deployment process.

Deploy OS5

= Whik instaling the operating systern on 12th generation PowerEdge servers by using Lifecycle
Controller GUI, ensre that the virtual mecia is attached on the server before BIOS boot.

Figure 9. OS Deployment page

% NOTE: For iDRAC with Lifecycle Controller videos, visit Delltechcenter.com/idrac.

% NOTE: For iDRAC with Lifecycle Controller documentation, visit Dell.com/idracmanuals.
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Related Dell products

Integrated Dell Remote Access Controller With Lifecycle Controller

Integrated Dell Remote Access Controller (iDRAC) with Lifecycle Controller enhances your productivity
and improves the overall availability of your Dell server. iDRAC alerts you about server problems, enables
remote server management, and reduces the need to physically visit the server. Using iDRAC you can
deploy, update, monitor, and manage servers from any location without the use of agents through a one-
to-one or one-to-many management method.

For more details, visit Delltechcenter.com/idrac.

SupportAssist

Dell SupportAssist, an optional Dell Services offering, provides remote monitoring, automated data
collection, automated case creation, and proactive contact from Dell Technical Support on select Dell
PowerEdge servers. The available features vary depending on the Dell Service entitlement purchased for
your server. SupportAssist enables faster problem resolution and reduces the time spent on the phone
with Technical Support.

For more details, visit Dell.com/supportassist.

iDRAC Service Module

iDRAC Service Module is a software application that is recommended to be installed on the server's
operating system. It complements iDRAC with additional monitoring information from the operating
system and also provides quick access to the logs used by SupportAssist for troubleshooting and
resolving hardware issues. Installing iDRAC Service Module further enhances the information provided to
iDRAC and SupportAssist.

For more details, visit Delltechcenter.com/idrac.

OpenManage Server Administrator (OMSA)/OpenManage Storage Services
(OMSS)

OMSA is a comprehensive one-to-one systems management solution for both local and remote servers,
associated storage controllers, and Direct Attached Storage (DAS). Included in OMSA is OMSS, which
enables configuration of the storage components attached to the server. These components include
RAID and non-RAID controllers and the channels, ports, enclosures, and disks attached to the storage.

For more details, visit Delltechcenter.com/omsa.
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